GENESIS CHAPTER 34

OUTLINE 

I.  The rape of Dinah.  vs 1-5

II.  Hamor arranges marriage.  vs 6-12

III.  Jacob's sons plan for revenge.  vs 13-17

IV.  Circumcision of the Hivite city.  vs. 18-24

V.  Slaughter of the Hivites.  vs 25-29

VI.  Jacob's response.  vs 30-31

VS 1  NOW DINAH THE DAUGHTER OF LEAH, WHOM SHE HAD  BORNE  TO  JACOB, 

WENT OUT TO VISIT THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAND.  (now  Dinah  went  out, 

daughter or Leah--whom she brought forth to Jacob--pref l +  Qal  inf 

const hXr--daughters of the land, region)

VS 2  AND WHEN SHECHEM THE SON OF HAMOR THE HIVITE, THE PRINCE OF THE 

LAND, SAW HER, HE RAPED HER.  (now  Shechem  the  son  of  Hamor  the 

Hivite, a prince in the land saw her--wc + laqach--wc + Qal impf  bkw 

and he laid down her--wc + Piel impf hni to oppress, to  humble  into 

submission)

SUMMARY VS 1-2

1.  There is no time frame given for the stay in Succoth or  Shechem, 

but most recognize that Dinah is now somewhere  between  13-16  years 

old.

2.  She is approximately the same age as Joseph,  and  the  narrative 

picks up in the life of Joseph at age 17.

3.  Therefore the time lapse between the arrival at Peniel  and  this 

incident is approx. 10 years.4.  Jacob had moved to  Succoth  out  of 

fear of Esau and built himself a house, which was not the plan of God 

for the patriarchs.

5.  He moves down to Shechem and acquires  some  land  there,  living 

just outside the city.

6.  This is most likely done for the purpose of  protection,  and  if 

that is so, Jacob is failing to trust God to protect him.

7.  The incident centers around Dinah, who was the oldest daughter of 

Jacob, born of Leah.

8.  Being somewhere between 13-16 years of age, she is old enough  to 

think that she knows what is best.

9.  Since Jacob moves so near the city, he sends the message that the 

Canaanites there are really all right.

10.  The fact is that the majority of the Canaanites were undesirable 

from the perspective of the adjusted believer.

11.  They were heavily engaged  in  idol  worship  and  were  equally 

heavily involved in the phallic cult.

12.  The Canaanites were the descendants of Canaan, son  of  Ham  and 

grandson of Noah.  Gen. 10:6

13.  They were under a curse, Gen. 9:25, and  the  prophecy  of  Gen. 

15:16 indicated that it was merely a matter of time before their evil 

reached a maximum, demanding God's judgment.

14.  The Canaanites were composed of several groups, whose names  are 

sometimes used individually and as a term for all the various  groups 

who lived in Palestine.

15.  They include all the groups listed in Gen. 10:15-18, among  whom 

are the Hivites.

16.  As undesirable as they were, Jacob chose to settle very near  to 

these people.

17.  Whether or not he emphasized the doctrine of separation  to  his 

children or not is questionable, but his very geographic proximity to 

the Hivites invites trouble.

18.  His  teenage  daughter  apparently  lacked  sufficient  parental 

supervision, and associated with the Canaanite girls.

19.  Jacob may have known well enough not  to  associate  with  these 

people, but he did not make certain that his daughter knew  the  same 

thing.

20.  Dinah, being somewhere between 13-16,  was  maturing  physically 

and was apparently quite attractive.

21.  The problem is that girls of this age are  naive,  undiscerning, 

immature emotionally and mentally.

22.  The parent's responsibility is to keep a very short leash  on  a 

child of this age, and especially if the child is a female.

23.  People may scream "double standard", but  the  fact  is  that  a 

young girl is more vulnerable to physical attack than a boy is.

24.  Dinah lacked someone to ask her, "Where are you going, What  are 

you doing, and Who are you doing it with?

25.  In our society, which is similar to  the  Canaanite  culture  in 

many ways, too much freedom is given at far too young an age.

26.  The cosmos may think that dating and pursuing the  opposite  sex 

is acceptable at 10,11,12, or  13,  but  in  more  sane  times,  most 

children were never allowed to date before sixteen.

27.  The parents must stress the doctrine of RM/RW, which teaches the 

boy that he is protector of any girl he dates, and teaches the female 

to be very wary of boys.

28.  The fact is that most males at that age are predatory  and  have 

no norms and standards regarding this issue.

29.  The only thing which stands between your children and  potential 

disaster is you, the parents.

30.  I don't give a damn what the cosmos says or thinks, each  parent 

is responsible before the Lord to keep a very  tight  rein  on  their 

young, stupid children.

31.  After all, you are supposed to be the one with experience!!

32.  Another issue which clearly surfaces  here  is  that  Dinah  was 

socializing with the wrong friends.

33.  You must inculcate in your children that people  in  the  cosmos 

are not, and can never truly be friends with the adjusted believer.

34.  Beyond that, the desire to win  their  friendship  destines  the 

believer to become an enemy of God.  Jms. 4:4; IJn. 2:15ff

35.  You may think that the accolades of the  world  will  make  your 

child healthy, happy or more well adjusted, but the WOG  states  that 

it destroys them spiritually.

36.  Do not let your child associate with the typical Canaanite type, 

who:

    a.  Is not interested in spiritual values.

    b.  Has no concept of RM/RW.

    c.  Pursues the opposite sex at an early age.

    d.  Is not demonstrating positive volition, ie. attending class.

37.  Better to go through life with  few  associations,  than  to  be 

ruined spiritually by the wrong type of people.

38.  Negative volition is not neutral when it comes to BD,  they  are 

against the principles we believe and teach.

39.  Although the child of this age is naive and  undiscerning,  they 

are deluded and often think that they are smarter than their parents.

40.  They  demonstrate  their  arrogance  by  talking  too  much  and 

listening too little.

41.  They also  show  their  STA,  by  the  rejection  of  authority, 

battling with the parents over these very issues.

42.  They think that know what is right and best for  them  and  that 

their parents just don't understand.

43.  Like Dinah, pride goes before a fall,  and  an  arrogant  spirit 

before destruction.  Prov. 16:18, 11:2-3

44.  Like Dinah, everyone thinks that it won't happen to me,  yet  it 

happens every day; watch the news!!

45.  As a parent you should teach and enforce upon your children that 

they not put themselves into potentially compromising situations.

46.  They should be taught the principle to avoid even the appearance 

of  sexual  impropriety.  unchaperoned  affairs  at  an  early   age, 

unmarried people spending the night together, etc.

47.  What is interesting here is that the WOG does  not  say  whether 

this is an isolated incident, or a habitual activity.

48.  As Dinah is out in the wrong place, with the wrong  people,  the 

predatory male spots her and moves in.

49.  He is concerned with nothing of her rights  and  person,  he  is 

merely concerned with satisfying himself.

50.  Since his father was a powerful person in the region and he  has 

no scruples about this sort of activity, he rapes Dinah.

51.  It is clear  that  the  people  of  Canaan  and  Egypt  regarded 

unmarried women as legitimate prey.

52.  If Dinah did not know this, she should have, and never have left 

the house unescorted.

53.  Most males today have no norms and standards in regard to RM/RW.

54.  Most are arrogant and assume that they are God's gift  to  women 

and that all women surely are in love with him.

55.  Most are impressed with their looks, physique, details,  income, 

car, etc. and are certain that women are equally impressed.

56.  In that society the taking of single women, even  by  force  was 

not frowned upon.

57.  The fact is that our society is  much  the  same  and  this  can 

happen just as easily.

58.  Don't be gullible and think that people in the cosmos think like 

you and I do about these principles.

59.   Young,  immature  girls  often  put  themselves  in   extremely 

compromising positions and often end  up  paying  a  horrible  price.  

William Kennedy Smith--Mike Tyson--kidnap--rape--murder.

VS 3  AND HE WAS DEEPLY ATTRACTED TO DINAH  THE  DAUGHTER  OF  JACOB,  

(and his soul--wc + Qal impf qbD to cling or  adhere  firmly,  to  be 

glued--pref b + Dinah--daughter of Jacob)  AND HE LOVED THE GIRL  AND 

SPOKE TENDERLY TO HER.  (and he loved the young girl--and he  spoke-- 

prep li + bl upon the heart of the young girl=to speak in such a  way 

as to comfort, console or encourage)

VS 4  AND SHECHEM SAID TO HIS FATHER HAMOR, SAYING, "GET ME THIS GIRL 

FOR A WIFE."  (Qal imperv xql take for me--this female  child  for  a 

wife)

VS 5  NOW JACOB HEARD THAT HE HAD DEFILED DINAH HIS  DAUGHTER;   (and 

Jacob heard that--Piel pf Xmu to become unclean,  to  be  defiled  or 

polluted, to violate a woman is to render her defiled)  BUT HIS  SONS 

WERE WITH HIS LIVESTOCK IN THE FIELD, SO JACOB KEPT SILENT UNTIL THEY 

CAME IN.  (Jacob--wc + Hiphil pf wrx to be silent  or  speechless--as 

far as their coming=until they came.)

VS 6  THEN HAMOR THE FATHER OF SHECHEM WENT OUT  TO  JACOB  TO  SPEAK 

WITH HIM.  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 3-6

1.  Beneath the violence and the  violation  of  Dinah,  Shechem  was 

genuinely attracted to this girl.

2.  While this was clearly true, this certainly does not justify  his 

action or rape.

3.  Nevertheless, he seeks to comfort and encourage  the  young  girl 

with soothing words of love and marriage.

4.  This was designed to allay any fear she might have had  regarding 

public humiliation.

5.  How do you comfort a woman you have just raped??

6.  Shechem's determination to follow  through  and  marry  Dinah  is 

evident in his terse command to his father in vs 4.

7.  Meanwhile, news of the rape made its way back to Jacob,  who  was 

still residing outside the city.

8.  It did not come from Dinah, since she was  taken  immediately  to 

the house of Shechem.  see vs 26

9.  While the Hivite culture had no prohibitions or laws against this 

sort of activity, it is clear that the patriarchs did.

10.  And while it is not stated in vs 5, Jacob was upset by the  news 

of his daughter's rape.

11.  Beyond this, he was under the added pressure  of  creating  open 

hostilities with the Hivites.

12.  As will become evident in this chapter, Jacob was more concerned 

with keeping peace than with doing the right thing.

13.  The question arises as to why Jacob held  his  peace  until  his 

sons came in from tending to the livestock.

14.  It was certainly the custom of the mother's side of  the  family 

for the brothers of a girl to be involved in  any  marital  decisions 

which were made.  Gen. 24: 29,50

15.  However it is clear from what Jacob says in vs 30  that  he  was 

partially reticent due to fear of retaliation.

16.  He is certainly aware of the fact that  he  cannot  continue  to 

live on the outskirts of Shechem and be at odds with  the  leadership 

of the region.

17.  So in the interest of self preservation, he does nothing.

18.  After the sons of Jacob return to the house, Hamor the father of 

Shechem goes outside the city to meet with Jacob.

VS 7  NOW THE SONS OF JACOB HAD COME IN FROM  THE  FIELD  AFTER  THEY 

HEARD ABOUT THE RAPE;  (and sons of Jacob--Qal pf  pluperf  XOB--from 

the field--pref k + Qal inf const imw)  AND THE MEN WERE GRIEVED, AND 

THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY ANGRY BECAUSE HE HAD DONE A  DISGRACEFUL  THING 

IN ISRAEL BY LYING WITH JACOB'S DAUGHTER,  (the  men--wc  +  Hithpael 

impf bji to be grieved  or  afflicted,  used  when  one's  norms  and 

standards have been violated by someone else, Gen. 6:6 of God----wc + 

Qal  impf  hrx  to  kindle  or  burn,  anger  was  kindled--to  them, 

exceedingly--conj kiy--he had manufactured--f.s.n  hlbn  n bhalah=  a 

person with no regard for spiritual values,  or  moral  values,  this 

word is often used in the context of sexual sins or  immorality  such 

as homosexuality, rape, which deeds are not only foolish, but  should 

be  considered  criminal  from  an  establishment  viewpoint--pref  b 

=against Israel, this was considered a crime not only against  Dinah, 

but a crime against the family as well--pref l + Qal inf const bwy to 

lie=by lying--with Jacob's daughter)  FOR SUCH A THING OUGHT  NOT  BE 

DONE.  (v + ken=thus or so=such a thing--not will be manufactured)

VS 8  BUT HAMOR SPOKE WITH THEM, SAYING, "THE SOUL OF MY SON  SHECHEM 

LONGS FOR YOUR DAUGHTER;  (Shechem, my son--soul of him--Qal  pf  qwx 

to be joined together or adhere--for your daughter)  PLEASE GIVE  HER 

TO HIM IN MARRIAGE."  (Qal imperv nathan + part. na'--her to him  for 

a wife.)

VS 9  "AND INTERMARRY WITH US; GIVE YOUR DAUGHTERS TO  US,  AND  TAKE 

OUR DAUGHTERS FOR YOURSELVES.  (v + Hithpael imperv ]tx to give one's 

daughter away in marriage, Hith. is  reflexive  mutual  activity--you 

will give to us your daughters, and our daughters you will  take  for 

yourselves)

VS 10  THUS YOU WILL LIVE WITH US, AND THE LAND WILL BE  BEFORE  YOU;  

(and with us you will live--and the land will become to  your  faces)  

LIVE AND TRADE IN IT, AND  ACQUIRE  PROPERTY  IN  IT."   (Qal  imperv 

yashabh--and Qal imperv rxc to go around, to travel about,  esp.  for 

the sake of commerce, to engage in business and turn  a  profit--v  + 

Niphal imperv zxX to take hold of or seize, to become a possessor  of 

something--in it)

VS 11  SHECHEM ALSO SAID TO HER FATHER AND TO HER BROTHERS,  "I  WILL 

FIND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT, THEN I WILL GIVE WHATEVER YOU  SAY  TO  ME.  

(Qal impf matsa', I will find--favor or grace in your eyes--v  +  rel 

pron--Qal impf 'amar=you will say to me--I will give)

VS 12   ASK ME FOR A VERY LARGE GIFT FOR THE BRIDE AND FOR  YOU,  AND 

LET ME GIVE JUST WHAT YOU SAY  TO  ME;   (Hiphil  imperv  hbr  to  be 

multiplied or  increased,  to  cause  such  multiplication--upon  me, 

exceedingly--m.s.n rhm a gift given to the parents  or  family  of  a 

woman who is to be married--v + m.s.n ]Tm a  gift  or  present  to  a 

woman who is getting married, a bridal  gift--v  +  Qal  impf  cohort 

nathan--just as--you will say to me)  BUT GIVE  ME  THE  GIRL  FOR  A 

WIFE."  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 7-12

1.  Hamor, the father of Shechem, has left the city and come  out  to 

talk to Jacob about his plans for an immediate marriage.

2.  The bad news of the rape has reached Dinah's brothers,  who  were 

out with the flocks.

3.  In spite of Jacob's silence, the older brothers become  aware  of 

what has happened.

4.  Their response is two-fold;

    a.  First they experience shock and grief that their  sister  has 

 been violated.

    b.  Secondly they experience great anger that such  a  thing  was 

 done.

5.  On the trip back,  they  have  plenty  of  time  to  discuss  the 

situation and their anger continues to intensify.

6.  Their norms and standards have been violated to the maximum.

7.  This sort of activity was wrong and was not tolerated  among  the 

patriarchs.

8.  Among the Hivites, this activity was apparently not uncommon, and 

no one considered Shechem to be a criminal.

9.  Rape was considered a criminal offense, and rightly so,  by  this 

family.

10.  Under the Mosaic law, it was punishable by death.

11.  Their response of shock, followed by righteous  indignation  was 

completely appropriate.

12.  Jacob's silence and lack of action was inappropriate.

13.  The correct response to this situation was that Jacob  and  sons 

should have laid  the  law  down,  and  demanded  the  punishment  of 

Shechem.

14.  There is no evidence of any kind of apology or  remorse  on  the 

part of Shechem or his father.

15.  Hamor arrives at the house after the sons  have  returned  home, 

and he speaks with Jacob and his sons, who must  be  consulted  about 

any marriage plans.

16.  He suggests a fine diplomatic solution based on the premise that 

Shechem is truly in love with Dinah.

17.  Since he is in love with her and  has  already  consummated  the 

marriage, a marriage is the obvious course of action.

18.  Of course, he has never considered the wishes of  Dinah  in  the 

matter, demonstrating his arrogance and lack of true concern.

19.  He may be attracted to Dinah, but he does not love her.

20.  Hamor  envisions  this  marriage  as  inaugurating  the  general 

practice of intermarriage with the Hivites.

21.  Hamor, his son, and the Hivites do not understand that Jacob and 

his family function according to a different set of rules.

22.  It is clear that all the  patriarchs  recognized  the  issue  of 

separation when it came to marriage.

23.  The obvious fact is that if the sons of Israel intermarried with 

the Canaanites they would  be  absorbed  and  lose  their  individual 

identity.

24.  Beyond that, they would be dragged down spiritually to the level 

of the Canaanites, who here show some of their true perceptions.

25.  This is a satanic attack on the race, and would  have  destroyed 

it.

26.  Hamor suggests that such an arrangement  would  result  in  many 

benefits to Jacob and his family.

27.  These included:

    a.  Marriage into a royal family.

    b.  Residing in the relative safety of an established race.

    c.  Acquiring and owning real estate.

    d.  Economic prosperity

28.  God has already  provided  all  this  under  the  terms  of  the 

Abrahamic covenant, Jacob does not need Hamor or anyone else to  give 

him these things.

29.  This is a Satanic attack, similar to the one Jesus Christ  faced 

in the wilderness after His 40 day fast.  Matt 4:1-11

30.  Satan offers cosmic convenience, safety and  prosperity  to  the 

believer who will compromise with him.

31.  Just eliminate the doctrine of separation and  you  can  fit  in 

quite nicely among the godless and maladjusted.

32.  Do you suppose that Jacob and his family would have  been  happy 

living in society such as this one??

33.  In the meantime, Shechem has been present,  or  has  joined  the 

proceedings, and proceeds to make his offers.

34.  He states that they will come to like him, even if they  do  not 

now.

35.  He flaunts his wealth and  tells  them  to  make  any  financial 

demand of him and he will meet it.

36.  He will provide generous gifts for  Dinah  and  for  the  entire 

family if they will allow this marriage.

37.  Shechem is a male who has never been told no,  and  he  is  sure 

that his personality and wealth will win them over.

38.  His final statement is arrogant and demanding, give me the girl.

39.  Neither he nor his father show any remorse for his  action,  and 

the matter of the rape is conveniently ignored.

40.  Jacob remains silent all  throughout  these  proceedings  simply 

because he did not want to deal with this problem.

VS 13  BUT JACOB'S SONS ANSWERED SHECHEM AND HIS  FATHER  HAMOR  WITH 

DECEIT  (sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father--pref  b 

+ f.s.n hmrm fraud, guile, deceit)  AND SPOKE BECAUSE HE HAD  DEFILED 

DINAH THEIR SISTER.  (wc + Piel impf dabhar--rel  pron=in  that--Piel 

pf Xmu to pollute or defile, to profane or make unclean--Dinah  their 

sister)

VS 14  AND THEY SAID TO THEM, "WE CANNOT DO THIS THING, TO  GIVE  OUR 

SISTER TO ONE WHO IS UNCIRCUMCISED, SINCE THAT WOULD BE A DISGRACE TO 

US.  (and they said to them--we are  not  able  to  manufacture  this 

thing--to give our sister to a man who has a  foreskin--because  that 

is--f.s.n hPrx reproach, scorn or contempt which comes on someone--to 

us)

VS 15  ONLY ON THIS CONDITION WILL WE CONSENT TO YOU:  (adv  fX  only 

or except--pref b + this--Niphal impf tVX 4X, to consent to something 

--to you all)  IF YOU  WILL  BECOME  LIKE  US,  BY  CIRCUMCISING  FOR 

YOURSELVES EVERY MALE,  (if you will be come like  us--to  circumcise 

for yourselves--every male)

VS 16  THEN WE WILL GIVE OUR DAUGHTERS TO YOU, AND WE WILL TAKE  YOUR 

DAUGHTERS FOR OURSELVES, AND WE WILL LIVE WITH  YOU  AND  BECOME  ONE 

PEOPLE.  stfwd

VS 17  BUT IF YOU WILL NOT LISTEN TO US TO BE  CIRCUMCISED,  THEN  WE 

WILL TAKE OUR DAUGHTER AND GO."

SUMMARY VS 13-17

1.  Jacob takes a back seat in these supposed  negotiations  for  two 

reasons:

    a.  It was customary for the brothers to have a great  amount  of 

 say in the matter of marriage.

    b.  He is fearful of antagonizing these people and wants to  keep 

 peace at all costs.

2.  They step forward and do the negotiating for the family.

3.  They are right in refusing the proposition of  the  Hivites,  but 

they do not do so for the proper reason.

4.  They are motivated by their anger and desire for revenge.

5.  Out of this, they manufacture a plan for taking  revenge  on  the 

Hivites.

6.  Jacob's response of  keeping  the  peace  was  wrong,  but  their 

response of revenge tactics is equally wrong.

7.  Apparently some time lapses between vs 12 when Shechem makes  his 

proposal and vs 13 when the sons of Jacob give their response.

8.  It is during this time, possibly a day or two, that the men  come 

up with a plan for taking revenge.

9.  Jacob's failure to demand justice in the matter of his  daughters 

rape is the catalyst for these  men  taking  things  into  their  own 

hands.

10.  They formulate a plan, of which Jacob is unaware.

11.  They suggest to the Hivites that they must engage in the  ritual 

of circumcision in order to marry into their family.

12.  They claim that marriage to an uncircumcised man was a  disgrace 

and could not be tolerated.

13.  They are using the sign of the Abrahamic covenant as a device to 

allow them to take revenge.

14.  The sign of circumcision is treated very lightly, and  in  fact, 

misused by these men.

15.  Their supposed acceptance of the Hivites offer to intermarry was 

an attack on the Abrahamic covenant and would  have  destroyed  their 

unique position and nature.

16.  The Abrahamic covenant was not a  priority  in  their  thinking, 

taking revenge for their sister's rape was.

17.  Their condition included all the men of the  Hivites,  but  this 

was necessary if their plan was to succeed.

18.  They state that if the condition is not met  without  exception, 

they will take their sister and call the whole thing off.

VS 18  NOW THEIR  WORDS  SEEMED  REASONABLE  TO  HAMOR  AND  SHECHEM, 

HAMOR'S SON.  (their words--wc + Qal impf buy to be good or right, to 

be good in the eyes of=acceptable or pleasing--in the eyes  of  Hamor 

and Shechem, son of Hamor)

VS 19  AND THE YOUNG MAN DID NOT DELAY TO DO THE  THING,  BECAUSE  HE 

WAS DELIGHTED WITH JACOB'S DAUGHTER.  (d.a. + rin young man or  boy-- 

neg lo' + Piel pf rxX to be after or behind, to  tarry  or  delay--to 

manufacture the thing--conj kiy--Qal pf /px lit to bend or curve,  to 

be inclined or favorably disposed to do something, to will or  desire 

to do it--pref b + daughter or Jacob)  NOW HE WAS MORE RESPECTED THAN 

ALL THE HOUSEHOLD OF HIS FATHER.  (v + pers pron--Niphal part dbK  to 

be heavy, to be honored or receive honor--pref m + all house  of  his 

father=more than all....)

VS 20  SO HAMOR AND HIS SON SHECHEM CAME TO THE GATE  OF  THEIR  CITY 

AND SPOKE TO THE MEN OF THEIR CITY, SAYING,

VS 21  "THESE MEN ARE FRIENDLY WITH US; THEREFORE LET  THEM  LIVE  IN 

THE LAND AND TRADE IN IT, FOR LOOK, THE  LAND  IS  LARGE  ENOUGH  FOR 

THEM.  (these men--adj.m.p ,lw used in a variety of ways, here  means 

one who is peaceful, one who is friendly, amiable--with us--and  they 

will dwell in the land, and will trade in it--and  the  land,  look-- 

wide of hands=space on either side--to their  faces)   WE  WILL  TAKE 

THEIR DAUGHTERS  FOR  OURSELVES  FOR  WIVES  AND  WE  WILL  GIVE  OUR 

DAUGHTERS TO THEM.

VS 22  ONLY ON THIS CONDITION WILL THE MEN CONSENT TO US TO LIVE WITH 

US, TO BECOME ONE PEOPLE:  (adv of exception fX only or  except--pref 

b + near demonst.--the men--Niphal impf tVX to consent  or  agree  to 

someth.--to us--to dwell with us--to become  for  a  people,  a  one)  

WHEN EVERY MALE AMONG US IS  CIRCUMCISED  AS  THEY  ARE  CIRCUMCISED.  

(pref b + Qal inf const lVm--all male--just as they--Niphal part lVm)

VS 23  WILL NOT THEIR LIVESTOCK AND  THEIR  PROPERTY  AND  ALL  THEIR 

ANIMALS BE OURS?  ONLY LET US CONSENT TO THEM,  AND  THEY  WILL  LIVE 

WITH US."

VS 24  AND ALL WHO WENT OUT OF THE GATE OF HIS CITY LISTENED TO HAMOR 

AND TO HIS SON SHECHEM, AND EVERY MALE WAS CIRCUMCISED, ALL WHO  WENT 

OUT OF THE GATE OF HIS CITY.

SUMMARY VS 18-24

1.  Hamor and Shechem lack any discernment and see nothing wrong with 

what Jacob's sons suggest.

2.  Shechem is caught up in the lust of the  moment  and  wants  this 

girl above all else.

3.  This is one of the normal pitfalls among young people  when  they 

get involved with another person of the opposite sex.

4.  They get emotional and allow their emotions to  dictate  to  them 

rather than maintaining a clear and level head.

5.  Circumcision was practiced among groups other  than  Israel,  and 

for many is was considered a rite of passage into manhood.

6.  Whether or not this is the case with the Hivites is not  certain, 

but what is certain is that they did not perceive any of  the  malice 

which was behind this request.

7.  Shechem was in a hurry to marry this girl, and he did not stop to 

consider the consequences of his actions.

8.  He wanted what he wanted and he wanted it now, so he  moved  full 

speed ahead.

9.  It is evident that Hamor was busily  engaged  in  making  certain 

that his son got what he wanted.

10.  Shechem had never been told "no" by his father and  he  was  not 

told "no" in this instance.

11.  The comment in vs 19b concerning the status of Shechem among the 

Hivites is inserted to explain what follows.

12.  Shechem was a person of some standing in the community, and  was 

well liked by his peers.

13.  So these two move in concert, intent on getting what  they  both 

want.

14.  They approach all the males who congregated at the gate  of  the 

city, where business was normally transacted.

15.  They point out all the positive aspects of what they  intend  to 

do, and save the one negative aspect for later.

16.  They point out that Jacob and his family are peaceful people and 

are not a military threat to the city.

17.  They point out that there is  still  plenty  of  room  in  their 

region, and if the stay they will help the local economy.

18.  Beyond that, Jacob has several daughters  so  each  group  would 

have a new pool of eligible bachelors and bacherlorettes.

19.  They do inform them that all these positive things will be  lost 

if they do not agree to submit to the ritual of circumcision.

20.  If they consent, Jacob and family will stay.

21.  What is implied, is that if they do not submit  to  this,  Jacob 

and his wonderful group would depart.

22.  They finally appeal to their monetary grid and  point  out  that 

all Jacob has will ultimately become their  through  the  process  of 

inter-marriage.

23.  Jacob was  a  wealthy  man  and  this  would  obviously  mean  a 

substantial benefit to the town.

24.  It seems to me that Hamor was probably more interested  in  this 

point than he was willing to say.

25.  So they urge them to not rock the boat and move along  with  the 

plan.

26.  Notice that not one word is said concerning the real issue  here 

and that was Shechem's marriage to Dinah.

27.  These two are great politicians who say what they want others to 

hear and avoid the real issues at hand.

28.  All those who congregated at the gate considered  this  proposal 

and agreed.

29.  Every male among the Hivites was  circumcised,  to  fulfill  the 

lust of one young man.

30.  Psalm 55:21 exemplifies the actions of Jacob's sons.

31.  The Hivites are totally deluded and continue to make plans for a 

wedding of the rapist and his victim.

32.  Their insensibility to the truth  is  what  will  ultimately  be 

their undoing.

VS 25  NOW IT CAME ABOUT ON THE THIRD DAY, WHEN THEY  WERE  IN  PAIN,  

(and it became on the third day--pref b + Qal  inf  const  hayah--Qal 

act part bXK to have pain or be sore, here =sore men)   THAT  TWO  OF 

JACOB'S SONS, SIMEON AND LEVI, DINAH'S BROTHERS, EACH TOOK HIS  SWORD 

AND CAME UPON THE CITY BOLDLY, (Dinah's brothers, these two are  full 

brothers, but so are Reuben, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun--they  took, 

a  man  his  sword--and  came  upon  the  city--m.s.n  xuB  boldness, 

confidence, secure in the fact that they would not be withstood)  AND 

KILLED EVERY MALE.  no fear of retaliation!!

VS 26  AND THEY KILLED HAMOR AND HIS SON SHECHEM WITH THE EDGE OF THE 

SWORD,  (to the mouth  of  the  sword)   AND  THEY  TOOK  DINAH  FROM 

SHECHEM'S HOUSE, AND WENT OUT. 

VS 27  JACOB'S OTHER SONS CAME UPON THE SLAIN AND  LOOTED  THE  CITY, 

BECAUSE THEY HAD DEFILED THEIR SISTER.  (sons of  Jacob  came  upon-- 

d.a. + m.p.n llx pierced through, hence slain--wc + Qal impf  zzB  to 

snatch away, to take a prey, to seize and carry off booty--the  city= 

the inhabitants--rel pron=in  that--Piel  pf  Xmu  to  be  or  become 

unclean, Piel to violate a woman sexually--their  sister,  No  "they" 

did not, only Shechem did, they just got blamed for it)

VS 28  THEY TOOK THEIR FLOCKS, AND THEIR HERDS AND THEIR DONKEYS, AND 

THAT WHICH WAS IN THE CITY AND THAT WHICH WAS IN THE FIELD.   got  it 

all

VS 29  AND THEY LED AWAY AND PLUNDERED ALL THEIR WEALTH AND ALL THEIR 

LITTLE ONES AND THEIR WIVES, EVEN ALL THAT WAS IN THE  HOUSES.   (Qal 

pf hbw to take or lead  off  captive,  whether  people,  possessions, 

animals, etc.--m.s.n lyx chayil=power or might, here that which gives 

one power, his financial riches, they  took  every  detail  they  had 

acquired--m.s.n  [u little children--and their wives--wc +  Qal  impf 

zzB to plunder or carry off--even all in their house)

SUMMARY VS 25-29

1.  The third day after any surgery is considered by many to  be  the 

worst in terms of pain.

2.  That these men had performed their first  and  only  circumcision 

would only mean that they were likely inept.

3.  This would further slow the recovery process if the operation had 

been performed in a crude and hasty manner.

4.  On the third day  after  the  entire  male  population  had  been 

circumcised, two of Jacob's sons boldly moved on the city.

5.  Simeon and Levi are full brothers of Dinah,  and  as  such  would 

have had greater motive for revenge than her half brothers.

6.  It cannot be overlooked that Dinah had other  full  brothers  who 

did not participate in this wholesale murder.

7.  Simeon and Levi acted independently of Jacob, their  mother,  and 

the other brothers in the family.

8.  These two were especially full  of  MAS  and  had  an  insatiable 

desire to take revenge.

9.  One problem that arises  in  any  society  when  justice  is  not 

executed is that people begin to take the law into their own hands.

10.  This lead to  self-appointed  vigilantes  dispensing  their  own 

version of justice.

11.  You end up with a situation similar to the one here.

12.  Simeon and Levi are described in Gen. 49:5-7 at the  time  Jacob 

uttered his prophetic blessing.

13.  These two were not only physical brothers after the  flesh,  but 

were of similar nature under the skin.

14.  Their plots and advice are something that the adjusted  believer 

would want to avoid.

15.   They  possessed  an  extremely  cruel  nature  and  were   very 

headstrong.

16.  They planned and executed the murder of many innocent people due 

to their vicious anger.

17.  We find out in this section that what these  two  did  not  lead 

away as plunder, they destroyed, they hamstrung oxen.

18.  While a desire for justice is commendable, this is  not  justice 

this is excessive and uncalled for.

19.  Shechem is the only guilty one among the Hivites, he is the  one 

who should be dealt with, not the entire city.

20.  Their activity is no longer righteous indignation,  it  is  seen 

carnal STA arrogance.

21.  They certainly found their way  to  the  house  of  Shechem  and 

killed both him and his father, and removed their sister  Dinah  from 

the home.

22.  After the wholesale slaughter of every male  in  the  town,  the 

other brothers move in and begin looting and carrying off  what  they 

choose.

23.  They are very thorough and  take  everything  which  is  of  any 

value, as well as the children and women to use as slaves.

24.  They other boys may have had some higher standards when it  came 

to murder or perhaps they were merely afraid.

25.  They certainly have no conscience about looting and taking spoil 

from the Hivites.

26.  vs 27 states what is not true, the inhabitants of the  city  did 

not violate their sister.

27.  Shechem violate her, and while they may not have disapproved  or 

moved to rectify the situation, it does not make them rapists.

28.  Therefore on that level, they are innocent.

29.  However, it must not be overlooked that one of the reasons  that 

they are unable to defend themselves was because  of  their  monetary 

lust.  vs 23

30.  This was the final selling point that  Hamor  used  to  convince 

them to submit to circumcision.

31.  Their desire to have more has cost them everything.  ITim. 6:9

32.  The adjusted believer has a desire for justice, but there is  no 

way the actions of Simeon and Levi may be considered as anything  but 

a horrible injustice.

VS 30  THEN JACOB SAID TO SIMEON AND LEVI, "YOU HAVE BROUGHT  TROUBLE 

ON ME, BY MAKING ME ODIOUS AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF THE  LAND,  AMONG 

THE CANAANITES AND THE PERIZZITES;  (Qal pf rki to disturb or trouble 

water, fig. to afflict or bring problems, to  trouble--me--pref  l  + 

Hiphil inf const. wXB to have a foul odor, or bad smell, to stink, to 

cause me  to  stink--among  those  living  in  the  land,  among  the 

Canaanites and among the Perizzites)  NOW MY MEN ARE FEW  IN  NUMBER, 

THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER AGAINST ME AND ATTACK  ME  AND  I  WILL  BE 

DESTROYED, I AND MY HOUSEHOLD."  (and I, men of number=men which  can 

easily be counted=few men, a small  force--wc  +  Niphal  pf  [xX  to 

assemble or come together, in Niphal be  assembled--prep  'al=against 

me--wc + Hiphil pf hkn to smite  or  strike,  military  action--wc  + 

Niphal pf dmw to be laid waste, to be  destroyed  or  exterminated--I 

and my house)

VS 31  BUT THEY SAID, "SHOULD HE TREAT OUR SISTER AS A HARLOT?"  (Qal 

impf  'asah--our  sister--pref  k  +  Qal  act  part  hnz  to  commit 

fornication, to sleep around, Participle=a whore or prostitute)

SUMMARY VS 30-31

1.  Vs 30 contains the response of Jacob to the vicious act these two 

sons had engineered.

2.   Jacob  demonstrates  that  fear  was  once  again  his   primary 

motivation.

3.  He is concerned that there will be military retaliation for  this 

slaughter by the remaining inhabitants of the region.

4.  He suspects that they will consider Jacob and his sons  a  threat 

to their safety, and engage in a pre-emptive strike against him.

5.  He is clearly motivated by fear and not by the doctrine which  he 

knows, since it would destroy the Abrahamic covenant if his family is 

destroyed.

6.  Jacob now has a bad reputation among the Canaanites  due  to  the 

rash cruelty of these two sons.

7.  He is more worried about this than the rape of his daughter!!!

8.  Besides, Jacob misses the chance to deal with the real issues  of 

the boys cold-blooded, calculating, vicious STA's.

9.  No rebuke is administered for the wrong they  did,  only  how  it 

affected Jacob.

10.  These two respond with a curt question which addresses the  fact 

that their sister's honor had been violated.

11.  They do admit by their question that only Shechem was at fault.

12.  They are hostile to Jacob and do not appreciate the fact that he 

found their actions to be less than acceptable.

13.  They are impatient of rebuke, and think that they have the  last 

word in the matter.

14.  Jacob will have the final word in this matter in  his  prophetic 

blessing.  Gen. 49:5-7

