                         DOCTRINE OF COMFORT                         

I.  Vocabulary.

    A.  Hebrew vocabulary.

        1.  nacham, verb, to comfort or console.

            a.  nichum, m.noun, 3X, comfort, plural only.

            b.  nechamah, f.noun, 2X, comfort

            c.  Tan chum,  f.noun,  5X,  consolation,  mercy, 

                pity, plural only.

    B.  Greek vocabulary.

        1.  parakaleo, verb, 108X.

            a.  paraklesis, f.noun, 29X.

            b.  parakletos, m.noun, 5X.

            c.  The basic meaning of this compound  word  is  derived 

                from the verb "to call" and the  preposition  "along- 

                side."

            d.  The range of meanings extend  from  exhortation  (the 

                most common) to comforting,  with  encouraging  some- 

                where in the middle.

            e.  Context determines whether the  translation  "exhort" 

                or "comfort" is most appropriate.

            f.  This doctrine will deal with the passages  where  the 

                nuance of comfort dominates.

        2.  paramutheomai, verb, 4X.

            a.  Paramuthia, f.noun, 1X.

            b.  paramuthion, n.noun, 1X.

            c.  The basic meaning of this compound  word  is  derived 

                from the verb "to speak" and the preposition  "along- 

                side"

            d.  The word means to speak to someone in such a  way  as 

                to calm or console.

            e.  This word implies a degree of friendliness or tender- 

                ness.

II. Definition.

    A.  Comfort is defined as supplying some assistance or aid, which 

        imparts hope or strength to the one assisted.

    B.  Our term "comfort" is derived from the Latin  compound  "con" 

        and "fortis" and means to strengthen much, to  invigorate  or 

        fortify.

    C.  Comfort presupposes a state of grief, sorrow,  suffering,  or 

        mental distress.

    D.  Comfort is that  which  fortifies  us  in  the  face  of  our 

        sufferings or testings in the angelic conflict.

    E.  Synonyms  include:  enliven,  refresh,  strengthen,  console, 

        soothe, etc.

    F.  Comfort and encouragement are very closely related concepts.

III.The source of comfort.

    A.  God is the source of all comfort.  IICor. 1:3

    B.  Comfort, like mercy, is a manifestation of the Divine  attri- 

        bute of love.  IICor. 1:3

    C.  As a part of His plan of grace, God pursues the believer with 

        comfort.  IICor. 1:5

    D.  The adjusting believer can never find himself in a  situation 

        in which there is no comfort from God.  IICor. 1:4

    E.  This is a title for the Messiah.  Lk. 2:25

    F.  The Holy Spirit  is  called  the  Comforter.   Jn.  14:16,26, 

        15:26, 16:7

    G.  He actively provides comfort to the believer.  Acts 9:31

IV. The sources of comfort and encouragement.

    A.  God readily provides comfort in a concrete  fashion,  not  in 

        some abstruse or incomprehensible way.

    B.  Primarily our comfort comes  from  the  teaching  and  under- 

        standing of Bible doctrine, the mind of Christ.  Rom. 15:4

    C.  The adjusted communicator delivers a message of  comfort,  as 

        he delivers the truth.  Acts 15:32; IThess. 3:2

    D.  Believers are to be a source of comfort to one another.

        1.  The reason you receive comfort is to excel in this  area.  

            IICor. 1:4

        2.  Believers are commanded to comfort one another.   IThess. 

            4:18

        3.  Believers are commanded to receive comfort from  whatever 

            source God provides it.  IICor. 13:11

    E.  God has provided some members of the body of  Christ  with  a 

        specialized gift of comfort or encouragement.  Rom. 12:8

        1.  This allows believers to minister grace to one another.

        2.  It is a one-on-one gift which functions when  a  believer 

            need to be encouraged or advised.

        3.  It operates under the chain of command and aids  the  PT, 

            who does not have the time to patch up each little scrape 

            among the congregation.

        4.  This gift does not eliminate the need for  all  believers 

            to encourage one another.  IThess. 5:11

    F.  Adjusted family members and category 3 friends are  a  source 

        of comfort.  Gen.24:67,  37:35; Job 2:11 (or not, 16:1ff)

    G.  Husbands and wives should be  a  source  of  comfort  to  one 

        another.  IISam. 12:24

    H.  Hearing of the positive volition of others and  their  appli- 

        cations is a source of comfort.  IThess. 3:7; Philem. 7

    I.  The fellowship of positive volition.  Rom. 1:12; IICor. 7:6

    J.  Hearing of another's testing and deliverance.  IICor. 1:6,8

    K.  Recognition of Divine providence.  Gen. 45:5ff

V.  Necessary ingredients for a state of comfort.

    A.  One might suppose that  a  lack  of  problems  would  produce 

        comfort, but this is not the case.

    B.  Testing and affliction are a normal part of the life  of  the 

        believer in time.  Acts 14:22; IICor. 4:8-10

    C.  One must possess the Comforter and  be  rightly  adjusted  to 

        Him.  Jn. 14:16-17; Eph. 5:18

    D.  One must possess the Bible doctrine to know what to think and 

        do in any circumstance.  Rom. 15:4; Col. 2:2

    E.  We must actually apply the doctrine which we have heard,  and 

        hopefully believed, to the situation at hand.  IICor. 1:6

    F.  In turn, the comfort we receive  further  strengthens  us  to 

        patiently endure our tests.  IICor. 1:6

VI. Suffering governs the administration of comfort.

    A.  This is the law which governs comfort.

    B.  To the extent that you suffer, God will provide the necessary 

        comfort in your niche.  IICor. 1:5

    C.  To the extent that you seek to avoid the  sufferings  of  the 

        CWL or maladjust to them, to that extent you miss out on this 

        blessing.

    D.  Paul, who suffered as much  or  more  than  anyone,  was  the 

        recipient of great comfort.  IICor. 1:5, 7:4,6,7

    E.  There is no test or situation which is too  great  for  God's 

        ability to provide comfort.  Ps. 23:4

    F.  Therefore, we should look for comfort on a daily basis rather 

        than focusing on the problems or tests we face.

    G.  This is one of the exceedingly great promises  we  have  been 

        given in Christ.  IIPet. 1:4

VII.Phase three comfort.

    A.  Millennial comfort is promised to Israel.  Isa. 12:1

        1.  The Lord is the source.  Isa. 49:13

        2.  Comfort is used as a synonym for the restoration  of  the 

            land.  Isa. 51:3

        3.  It involves the spiritual restoration of  the  people  as 

            well as the destruction of enemies.  Isa. 66:10-16; Jere. 

            31:1-14

        4.  During the millennium, comfort is promised to  those  who 

            have mourned the absence of  righteousness,  justice  and 

            truth in time.  Matt. 5:4

    B.  Understanding the doctrine of Israel's future comfort  should 

        encourage and comfort us.

    C.  Paradise, the home of the souls of departed,  O.T.  believers 

        was called a place of comfort.  Lk. 16:25

    D.  Heaven is a place of eternal comfort.  Rev. 21:1-4

    E.  One aspect of Ph3 comfort is the reunion we share with  those 

        who have gone on before us.  IThess. 4:13-18

VIII.   Comfort and the maladjusted.

    A.  There exists a  pseudo-comfort,  based  on  pleasant  circum- 

        stances or human viewpoint thinking.  Jere. 6:14

    B.  People comfort themselves by  believing  what  provides  them 

        comfort, rather than the Word of God.  Jere. 28:1-17

    C.  There is no real  comfort  for  the  unbeliever  or  for  the 

        negative believer.  Gen. 35:16-18, 37:35

    D.  Under the fifth cycle of discipline, God will even remove the 

        human viewpoint comforters.  Jere. 16:5-9; Lam. 1:2,17;  Rev. 

        18:15-19

    E.  There is  comfort  for  a  believer  who  makes  a  spiritual 

        recovery.

        1.  The author of Ps. 119.  Ps. 119:75-76

        2.  The incestuous Corinthian.  IICor. 2:7

        3.  This comfort comes due to a return to God's plan for  the 

            life.  Ps. 119:50,52

    F.  Eternal torment is the lot of those who reject the  truth  of 

        God and His comfort.  Lk. 16:23; Rev. 20:10,15, 21:8

IX. Various observations concerning comfort.

    A.  Comfort, which comes in a multitude  of  ways,  is  always  a 

        reality in any test.

    B.  Comfort does not mean the removal of the  test  or  CHP,  but 

        exists during the test or CHP.

    C.  God does not comfort the reversionist until such time  as  he 

        chooses to make a spiritual recovery.

    D.  Since the PT and his congregation share a common history  and 

        a common niche, they share many of the  same  sufferings  and 

        attendant comfort.  IICor. 1:7

    E.  The PT should brief the congregation on  his  sufferings  and 

        comfort, so as to comfort them and allow them to  effectively 

        pray for him.  IICor. 1:8-11

    F.  When believers orient to these things, it produces esprit  de 

        corps in the local church.

    G.  Parents who raise their children according to the  discipline 

        of doctrine have a promise of future comfort.  Prov. 29:17

    H.  Believers should seek to sensitize themselves to this  aspect 

        of God's grace, and seek to be an instrument  of  comfort  to 

        others, rather than a complainer, griper or nit-picker.

    I.  Those who seek to avoid the sufferings of the CWL  will  miss 

        out on this aspect of God's blessing.  

                         "For just as the sufferings  of  Christ  are 

                         ours in abundance, so also  our  comfort  is 

                         abundant through Christ."

                                                           IICor. 1:5




